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Kurdistan Save the Children (KSC-KCF)

Kurdistan Save the Children (KSC) is an independent nongovernmental Kurdish children’s organisation, working in Iraq in
general and Iraqi Kurdistan in particular.
We have been around since 1991, founded by dedicated people who
believed in every child’s right to a troublefree childhood.
We are working with children in various fields of child protection,
sponsorship, health and education. Our main aim is to work directly
or indirectly, to ensure a better future for all children, through
improving and providing their various physical, medical, social,
economical and educational needs.
Our main office is in Sulaimaniya in Iraqi Kurdistan. Kurdistan Save
the Children is also registered in the UK under the name of Kurdistan
Children’s Fund (KCF). KCF works as the international fund-raiser in
London, and KSC works as the local implementing partner and fundraiser in Kurdistan.
KSC mainly works in Iraqi Kurdistan. We have also extended some of
the activities to include Baghdad, Kirkuk, and other liberated areas in
the aftermaths of the Iraqi liberation operation. As security improves
we intend to work in every part of Iraq.
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KSC mission
Kurdistan Save the Children
is a non-profit, non-political, and
non-sectarian organisation that
provides assistance without regard to race, gender, traditions,
political or religious affiliation.
Kurdistan Save the Children
exists to support social, and educational projects all over Iraq, relieving suffering, hardship and neglect wherever they arise and to
help children overcome the
trauma of war.
Kurdistan Save the Children
work to improve the quality of children’s lives. By working hand in
hand with local communities from
these communities to create programmes that are driven and
championed by local people.
Kurdistan Save the Children
is committed to supporting longterm projects, helping people to
help themselves
Kurdistan Save the Children
believes that children are our future. We work for their right to live
in an environment which allows
them to not only grow up healthy,
but to realise their potential.
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Message from our Programme Director
In 2006, we celebrated the 15th anniversary
of the establishment of our organization as
well as having our main office built. We
had being trying for so long to build a new
office, but we couldn’t as we didn’t have
sufficient money. Whenever we collected
money for the building another new project took it. Our decision to build KSC’s
new office and supply it with money was
coincident with working for the youth, as
at that time there was not an organization
working for them. We spent all the money
we provided for our office on Sulaimaniya
Youth Activity Centre. This way, every time
we put money together for the building, it
was spent on another project.
On the anniversary of the establishment of
our organization we decided to prepare a
book to explain all the projects we had conducted so that people would know what we
had achieved during those 15 years. We soon
realized that we couldn't point out all the projects in a book of 100 pages, as they were too
numerous. Unlike other organizations, we did
not use the mass media, as we only believed
in serving poor people. Due to this, we were
repeatedly told by people in authority to talk
about our work.
After an intensive study on the health of the
children, we knew that a great number of
them were in need of medical treatment. Having a sick child in a poor family, has a negative impact on the rest of the family, therefore;
we decided to allocate a greater amount of
money for the health sector so that we could
help their families more. Meanwhile, in cooperation with the Italians we were able to find a
way to treat those children whose diseases
could not be cured in our country. Their treatment needed a tremendous amount of
money. For this purpose, our General Director
was invited to Italy. After she had meetings
with the Italian Foreign Minister, Health Minister, the Head of Florence Municipality, the
Head of Tuscan City and the Republic of San

Marino Prime Minister, they decided to help
the Iraqi children. They also decided to train
a number of Italian doctors for the same purpose. At the same time, we would find a way
to examine the soil and plants of Halabja
town to see if there is still chemical weapons
residue in the soil and water. We had tried
hard before to get results, but failed.
In the last years, we were continually trying to
enlarge and develop the engineering department of our organization. Many important
projects in this department played a vital role
in the reconstruction of cities, towns and villages of Kurdistan as mentioned in the reports of these years. In 2006, we decided to
make this department smaller, since the Kurdistan Regional Government had enough
budget for reconstruction and didn't need the
support of our organization.
This year, there were a number of demonstrations in some towns in which the demonstrators asked for Youth Activity Centres,
Kaziwa Centres and organizations that work
for the youth. The protesters also asked the
Ministry of Culture to open some centres for
children. Unfortunately, we couldn't do anything for them at that time because of our
limited funds. The Kurdistan Regional Government announced that they had allocated
adequate funds for the youth and children,
but the funds never materialized.
We had several meetings with other organizations to review those articles of the Iraqi
constitution which are related to the children's rights. After specifying its weak point,
in a formal letter we gave it to the Iraqi President and Prime Minister.
Our serious work in Kirkuk to create a small
example of coexistence in both the Youth
Activity Centre and Kaziwa Centre for children, where people of all nations with different religions and belief could use, is regarded
as successful.
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We tried hard to separate the children from
the grown-ups in all detention centres with
the aim of protecting the children's rights. We
worked in Kirkuk in the same way. We specified a building for the children as a detention
centre. We renovated the building and provided it with equipment and other necessities,
but unfortunately it was bombed when the
children were being visited by their parents.
The building has remained as it was and the
children are now kept somewhere else.
Due to the security situation, working in
Baghdad was very difficult, so we couldn't
follow up our activities there and depended
on the reports we received from our staff.
Although, this is considered as a failure, our
staff were visited by ministries several times

and thanked for what they were doing. Our
staff in Baghdad worked under constant
threat and were told to quit their job so that
the children could be used by the insurgents.
One of the most miserable incidents in our
Baghdad office was the loss of a very efficient officer named Hani Shakir Abas. He
was killed in a clash between the Iraqi police
and terrorists in Palestine Street when he
was trying to reintegrate a child back to his
family. We felt so sorry for the loss of this
great officer of our organization. Despite this,
we didn’t stop working and we still continue
to do so.

Programme Director
Dana H. Qadir

All the children in Iraq and Kurdistan are waiting for opening children’s cultural centre!!
Help Kurdistan Save the Children to help the children in Iraq and Kurdistan.
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Child Support
In 2006 Kurdistan Save the Children continued to support children through our various programmes of Sponsorship, Education, Health, Child Protection and other
fields.

we would help them in terms of capacity building and training courses for the staff since the
government has now sufficient funds. Many
things can be achieved if the government
could plan their budget efficiently.

In the Sponsorship programme, 250 children
were taken off the sponsorship list because
the finances of their families improved or the
children reached adulthood. The same number of children replaced those that had left the
programme; these children’s names were
taken from the waiting list after their economic
and social circumstances of their families were
checked by KSC staff.

In cooperation with the Ministry of Social Affairs, a conference was held about the working
children in Kurdistan. Considerable research
and much discussion has been given on how
best to tackle this problem.

In the Health Sector, a number of children with
chronic diseases were sent to Iran and Italy for
treatment. KSC is also still supporting the
Children’s Rehabilitation Centre (CRC) for disabled children.
In the Juvenile Justice Programme, we cooperated and supported the Social Affairs,
Justice and Interior ministries in following up
the cases of the juveniles arrested and processed through the Juvenile Police Station, the
Observation House and the Court, where if
found guilty they are sentenced and sent to
the Social Reformatory Centre.
2006 saw KSC trying to put plans into practice
so that these institutions would not financially
have to depend on KSC to resolve the problems of the detained juveniles especially in
providing after care on their release. Instead,

Also in 2006, the Kaziwa centres which come
under the Education Sector developed considerably and two more Kaziwa Centres were
opened in Bazian and Chwarta. The numbers
of children visiting all the centres are on the
increase.
Three of the Kaziwa Centres
(Rania, Qaladiza and Halabja) have now been
handed over to the Ministry of Culture.
A general meeting was held with KSC staff to
discuss the establishment of a Training
Evaluation & Research Sector. The decision
was that the new sector would work with the
cooperation of other sectors sometime in
2007.
The increase in inflation is having a very negative impact on our programmes. KSC has a
very limited budget which cannot compensate
for the increase. We are currently looking for
ways to increase our funding.

Mohammed H. Tofiq
Sulaimaniya programme Manager
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A city in waiting !!
Working in a city like Kirkuk, is both impossible and difficult. For over 30 years social and
moral principles have suffered serious disintegration. When you work in this city you
learn to expect obstacles that will limit your
activities. If you work with KSC long-term
projects, you face more of these problems,
far more it would seem than other NGOs.
In 2006, KSC faced many difficult situations.
In 2004, KSC renovated the Juvenile Police
Centre providing it with all the necessary accessories. But in September of that year it
was bombed. This prevented the achievement of our goal to separate detained juveniles from the adult detainees. Although, it
costs a lot financially we insisted that the juvenile centre was rebuilt so that the detained
juveniles could be given special treatment
and separated from the adults.
Car bomb attacks and the escalation of violence in most parts of Kirkuk had an adverse
effect on our activities and certainly restricted
them. This resulted in a decrease from previous years in the number of beneficiaries in
the Youth Activity Centre and in the Kaziwa
Centre. We were constantly criticized that
we worked only for Arabs and Turkmans and
that the Baaths would greatly benefit from
our projects. This reminded us of the biography of a famous German writer who was a
thinker and intellectual liberal. His father was
a great capitalist and his university classmates were Nazis. His father forced him to
leave home and told him that he was a socialist. The socialists said that he was the
son of a capitalist figure, whereas his Nazi
classmates told him that he was a Jew.
Every party accused him and despised him.
These are all negative consequences of war.
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An adverse situation suffered by Iraq for
many years. We must work seriously to
counteract it and to prevent the situation
worsening.
Fortunately, although the situation was difficult it did not halt the work of Kurdistan Save
the Children. We believe that rebuilding society is essential and that individuals must
work to this aim. One way of helping to
achieve this goal is to educate the children
and the youths of Iraq. We must keep them
away from fighting, discrimination and exploitation. They are the future of the Kurdish
and Iraq society. We have to listen to them
and let them express their opinions. These
are the missions and visions of KSC and are
a strong influence on our working principles.
In 2006, we worked in four long-term projects
as well as one seasonal project. There was
clear demonstration of commitment of people
who feel that they have responsibilities to
rescue our society from social diseases.
Although this year has been a difficult one in
terms of the progression of our projects, we
are optimistic and already plans for new projects are underway. These will be supported
by our main office and in particular by the
efforts of a number of loyal employers.
In July 2006, we opened a summer course
for homeless children from the Failaq and
Panja Ali quarters who are deprived of most
of their basic rights, 500 children took part.
They enjoyed the painting, music and sport
classes. The children were enthusiastic and
came to the courses in colourful clothes often
arriving before their teachers. We hope that
in the next year we can work even more for
the benefit of the children of Kirkuk.

Also this year, the four projects of KSC, which
are, the Youth Activity Centre, the Children's
Kaziwa, the Juvenile Justice and Sponsorship
Program continuously served the children and
youths of Kirkuk city.
The number of the beneficiaries from projects
conducted by KSC in the city of Kirkuk in 2006
was as follows:

•

37,888 children and youths benefited from
the Kirkuk programs.
• 26,395 boys and 2,215 girls took part in
the activities of the Youth Activity Centre.
• 10,776 boys and 7,300 girls benefited
from the activities of the Kirkuk Kaziwa Centre.
• 50 boys and 5 girls benefited from the
care and legal protection of the Juvenile Justice Program
• 65 boys and 87 girls benefited from the
Kirkuk Sponsorship Program.
• 510 children (225 were girls), attended the

summer course for homeless children
• 92 various courses were run in the Youth
Activity centre and Kaziwa Centre including
painting, music, computer studies and language as well as opening 7 special and joint
exhibitions.
• 5 songs for children were recorded as
clips for local TV.
• 9 parties were held for special and general
occasions for the children and youths of both
centres.
• 13 sport championships were arranged for
young people from both centres who also participated in 18 championships abroad.
● Children were visited 276 times by the social workers of our Juvenile Justice Program
and Sponsorship Programs in Kirkuk. Consequently 3 children were reintegrated back into
their families, and the livelihoods of the families of 152 children were looked after.

Mustafa Ibrahim
Kirkuk program manager
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Kurdistan Save the Children in Baghdad
Shortly after the collapse of Saddam and his regime,
9,000 organisations, local as well as international
registered with the Iraqi Ministry of planning to work
throughout Iraq.
The security situation in Baghdad and the surrounding areas changed all that. Within a short while all
the International charities including the United Nations’ organisation left Iraq to establish offices in
Amman, Jordan
The security problems also affected KSC but we
continued to work in Baghdad. We were unable to
extend or develop our programmes there but managed to continue to work with the street children.
Our people worked courageously and tirelessly and
succeeded where the larger organisations failed,
surprising even them.
In the last two years, we were able to resolve the
complicated problems of children who had been living on the street for many years. We managed to
reintegrate them back into their families. We also
rented houses and found jobs for the children who
were orphans or who had no one else to live with.
They now lead a normal a life as possible and are
monitored constantly by our social workers.
In 2006 we integrated 17 children back into their
families and our social workers will monitor their progress for one year.
One of the most heartbreaking incidents in the
Baghdad office was the loss of ( Hani Shakir Abas )
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a very brave social worker who was gunned down in
a clash between the terrorists and the Iraqi police on
June 8th. This had a devastating affect on the children, and also on the rest of the staff, who despite
this tragic incident still continue to carry on with their
work.
There were many problems that we could not deal
with even though we explored every possible way to
solve them. One such problem was trying to reach
the street children at night, we could not find a way
to access the places where they slept because of
the curfew, and even the police could not help us as
they also never visited these places. We eventually
solved the problem by asking the people of the area
to assist us.
In 2006 we took care of up to 35 children at a time
in our street children’s home. We also sent them
back to school and hired tutors for them so that they
would succeed with their studies. A big problem is
that these children don’t have any ID cards but they
were accepted into school because of the reputation
of KSC.
We faced numerous problems and managed to resolve many of them but there are a lot of problems
like the lack of ID cards we cannot solve because of
Iraqi laws. In the case of the ID Cards, Iraqi law
stipulates that a child who cannot produce proof of
his or her father’s identity, virtually does not exist,
therefore they cannot receive an education or be
given housing etc. yet if they commit a crime they
suddenly do exist and will be charged.

On the occasion of its 15th anniversary, in September 16th 2006 Kurdistan Save the children (KSC)
arranged a party in which a great number of governmental, non-governmental representatives and
some foreign guests attended. The party was organized in the new building of KSC.
In the party 5 students of KSC’s Exemplary Secondary School lit the 15th anniversary candles to
remember that Kudistan Save the Children has been serving the children for 15 years through the
programs of Education, Health, Sponsorship, Child Protection and some other activities. In a small
book, the Media Department of KSC published all the activities achieved during those 15 years.
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Education: The basis of a healthy society
Kurdistan Save the Children
believes that education provides the basis for the development of communities
through which a healthy society can be built.
The Education Sector, one of
the sectors of Kurdistan Save
the Children, works on setting up a contemporary system for education, in cooperation with the Educational
Institutions. The aim is to
progress the education of
children and youth adults.
Currently there are 14 Education Sector projects undertaking such work.
Youth Activity Centers
There are Youth Activity Centres in Sulaimaniya, Rania,
Koya, Darbandixan, Kalar and
Khanaqeen. These belong to
Kurdistan Save the Children
and are permanent houses for
the youths of these areas. The
Centres have ongoing festivals
that help the young people to
show their talents and realize
their full potential. This assists
in bringing the world of the
young to the attention of the
Government and in particular
promotes equal treatment without difference because of gender, religion, culture and political opinions.
Cultural Centres for children
The Cultural Centres for children, located in Sulaimaniya
city, are called Kaziwas, They
are Sarshaqam and Sara

12

Kaziwa. They help the children
of the areas, operating in cooperation with Rania and Qaladza
Kaziwa Centres that have been
handed over to the Government. Two more Kaziwa centres were opened in Chwarta
and Bazian for children of these
areas. Courses are provided for
computer studies, music, painting, craft, drama, and Kurdish
folklore included dancing
groups. Work is also undertaken to familiarize the children
with library facilities and how to
use the resources.
Exemplary Secondary School
Kurdistan Save the Children
supervises the work and pays
all the expenses of an Exemplary Secondary School. The
Ministry of Education of Kurdistan Regional Government supports this school by providing it
with teachers, books and some
other necessities. In this school
a new system of education, the
modern European group system is applied. The principal
and the English teachers of the
school visited Baegwa Comprehensive School so that they
could learn and take advantage
of the system this school used.
Also, connections were made
with three schools abroad so
that benefits could be gained
from their studying systems.
These were in England, United
States of America and Canada.
The amount of money paid to
the teachers of 6th class was
raised to 9,000 Iraqi Dinar ($7£3.20) per hour to enable
greater skill and qualification to

be focused on this education
stage. Subjects taught in the 9th
& 12th grade are in taught in
English as well as Kurdish. They
are translated into English free
of charge.
In 2005-2006, the number of the
students in the school was 211
(95 boys and 116 girls). In 20062007 there are 240 students
(112 boys and 128 girls).
A top student of the Exemplary
Secondary School was helped
by the SB Production Company
to finish his university studies in
the United States of America.
About 50 students of the school
correspond with 50 students of
the American universities via emails.
The SB Production Company is
planning to make a documentary
film about the education and
study in the school.
Some Additional Activities
In cooperation with the Danish
Dankurd Organization, 125 cameras were purchased for children in Kurdistan so that they
could take pictures and then
write letters about the pictures
they had taken. Their pictures
were then exhibited in Denmark
and Kurdistan. Similarly 76 Danish children exhibited photographs they had taken, along
with letters they had written
about them.
On the occasion of the World
Children’s Day, 130 children
wrote their ideas on banners
and hung them in Nali Park.

We prepared a number of children’s paintings to show them in the Kanagawa International Exhibition in Japan.
We participated in an educational festival
for peace in Italy which was arranged for
the children of Mediterranean countries.
A number of Kurdish children took part in
dancing, singing and Kurdish games.
Artistic works of some children were sent
to France so that they could be printed in
a book together with French children’s
work.
We continuously supported the Children’
Parliament by providing them with a
venue for them to use for their meetings.
The number of members in the Children’s
Parliament is 26.

Problems and Issues
We have a few unresolved issues:
There are no special buildings for the Rania and Kalar Youth Activity Centres.
This means that they have to use small
rented houses which restrict the range of
activities undertaken. Similarly, the building of Darbandixan Youth Activity Centre
is too small to cater for the number of
youths in the area.
The Ministry of Culture uses the second
floor of Koya Youth Activity Centre for a
Children’s Cultural House. This results in
the mixture of children with the youths of
the centre.
A great number of people are asking us to
open new Youth Activity Centres and
Kaziwa Centres.
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Kamaran doesn’t forget Kaziwa
Kamaran had been one of the beneficiaries of Sarshaqam Kaziwa Centre
since its establishment in 1997. Although, he was in the primary
school and worked to earn money
for his family, he visited the Kaziwa
Centre continuously.

NB! All names are false and the girl in the picture has no relation to the story.

Kamaran benefited from the painting
department of the Kaziwa Centre. He
was a very good painter; therefore,
his teacher paid more attention to
him. In addition to this, Kamaran visited the dancing and drama departments and had activities in both departments.

14

According to the rules of Kaziwa
Centres, when a child reaches the
age of 14, s/he is considered to old
to enter the centre, so Kamaran and
his friends were asked to leave the
Kaziwa. However, they continued to
visit the Kaziwa centre, but because
of their ages they were not allowed
in. This upset the teachers of the
centre, because Kamaran and his
friends were an active and talented
group. Finally, the teacher of the
Painting and Sculpture department
decided to form a new group in the
name of Kaziwa Xunchas. Kamaran
was one of the active children of this
group.
From 2001 to 2003, this group had
various activities especially on the
occasion of the New Year celebrations. They opened an exhibition in
which they invited Santa Claus to
give presents to the children of the
city. Kamaran worked in the motif
part of the Children’s Magazine.
In 2003, Kamaran was employed as
an active staff member for the magazine, and he was given the full responsibility for the production of the
magazine. Today he is still working
for the magazine as well as being a
student of the English College of
Languages in Sulaimaniya University.

Child Protection …. A peaceful society
The Child Protection sector of KSC
aims at stopping the violation of children’s rights. In the middle of 1995
the first project which was the Street
Children Project was set up. The second project was the Juvenile Justice
Programme which was set up in
1997. These were our two long-term
projects as well as many various
short-term projects.
In the Street Children’s Project, we
resolved the problems of 73 out of 93
children. This was done by visiting
their families and discussing their
problems. We also helped 4 children
with transportation to enable them to
return to their families. The Juvenile
Police Station and Tebini House reintegrated 16 children back to their
families. Through this project, we
were able to help 5 families by giving
them rent for housing and basic
needs.
In the Juvenile Justice Project, 66
detained juveniles were reunited with
their families again. We also facilitated legal procedures for 55 juveniles detained in Tebini House and
Juvenile House as well as requesting
their families to attend their court investigation. Through this project, we
helped the Tebini and Juvenile
Houses become part of the Ministry
of Social Affairs. It had previously
belonged to the Ministry of Interior of
the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG).
We ran a training course for the staff
of Tebini House and the Juvenile Department of the Social Reformatory

Directorate with the aim of increasing their level of knowledge as they
deal directly with the detained and
sentenced juveniles every day. The
course lasted 40 days. The number
of the participants was 38 employees.
In cooperation with the Ministry of
Social Affairs of the Kurdistan Regional Government, KSC held a conference at the end of April on the
working children in the Kurdistan
region. At the conference the problems of working children and their
relations with local and international
laws was discussed.
We also ran painting, sport and music courses for the sentenced children of the Juvenile Department of
the Social Reformatory Directorate.
The courses lasted 3 months and
the aim was to lessen the problems
of the juveniles, give them useful
information and how best to use
their free time. KSC provided all the
requirements of the courses.
To check the influence of the
courses, we made an evaluation.
The results were as follow:

1. 77% of the participants benefited
considerably from the courses
2. 99% thought that the courses
should continue
3. 40.9% preferred music, 31.81%
preferred painting and 27.27% preferred sport.
4. 72% enjoyed their new hobbies
enormously.
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Another hope for life
Iam a juvenile in the second grade of secondary
school. One day, I was in a terrible psychological state, so I went over to my brother’s house.
When I entered his house, I saw a knife on the
kitchen table. I took the knife with me to the living room. When my sister-in-law came in to
hand me a glass of water, I stabbed her and ran
away.
I was arrested and then imprisoned in a Juvenile
Police Centre, but nobody visited me in prison.
My sister-in-law fought with my brother, saying
that her hand was disabled. They told my family,
if they visited me, they would be guilty as well.
Due to this, nobody was ready to support my
personal investigation and other legal procedures which made me remain longer in prison.
Kurdistan Save the Children’s staff visited me
and listened to my problem. I gave them my
home address so as to visit my family. They visited my family and my sister-in-law’s family to
deal with the problem, but the family of my
brother’s wife was not ready to discuss anything. KSC’s staff repeatedly visited the family
till they finally persuaded them to attend the investigation into my case.
Kurdistan Save the Children helped me with a
quick date for my trial and their lawyer attended
it. I was sentenced to two years in prison, but I
had spent 8 months in custody before my trial.
This meant that a year and two month was left.
My brother and his wife made their peace with
one another, so both of the families were happy
that KSC participated in resolving their problem.
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Health Sector
Since its establishment, the Health Sector of
Kurdistan Save the Children has included in
its strategic plans the aim to:
● Provide surgery for children from poor families
● Find treatment abroad for children with
chronic and congenital diseases
● Support the Children Rehabilitation Centres
● Sponsor medical research.
Surgical Activities
A medical record is set up for each child that visits the Health Sector. This records previous diseases and visits to the Health Sector. After filling
in forms the child is examined by a Sector doctor.
They are then seen by a specialist doctor for
medical assessment of their specific treatment,
the cost and place of their treatment. If treatment
for their diseases is not available in the Kurdistan
region of Iraq, the Health Sector will try to find
treatment for them elsewhere and many children
are sent abroad for treatment. The Kurdistan
Save the Children pays all the expenses of the
Children’s surgery. The Health Sector always
tries to contact charitable organisations or related
institutions to find treatment for chronic and congenital diseases of children. We visited the Iranian city of Kermanshah to facilitate surgery for
heart disease and discounted the cost of an operation by 60% for each patient. We also arranged treatment of a number of patients with
heart, blood and internal diseases through some
Italian organizations such as IME, SI, and CQI.
We were also able to send 6 doctors to Italy to
undertake study courses on blood and echocardiograph diseases.
Some recent work of the Kurdistan Save the Children Health Sector:
● 699 treatment forms filled to enable sick children to receive treatment
● operations were performed on 43 children in
Sulaimaniya city, 39 children in Iran with different
diseases, 38 children in Italy (13 children with
blood diseases, 18 children with heart diseases
and 7 children with Thalassemia disease) and 3
children in Ivrea.
● Italian doctors treated 154 children with heart
diseases in Sulaimaniya, 86 children with heart
diseases in Kirkuk, 73 children with blood diseases in Sulaimaniya and 20 children with eye
diseases

● treatment was funded for 13 children who had
leukaemia
● 12 children were treated in Chwarqurna
homeless camp
tubes and syringes were provided for the Azadi
Hospital in Kirkuk to collect the blood samples of
leukaemia and Thalassemia patients in Kirkuk so
that they could be sent to Italy for treatment.
Children’s Rehabilitation Centre
In 2006 there were 1330 children with a mental or
physically disability registered in the Children Rehabilitation Centre. After the registration of their
names, the children were sent to the centre paediatrician and then to a specialist doctor, according to the type of their disease: fracture, joint,
ENT, neurology, neurosurgeon, cardiology and
psychiatric. Afterwards, they will be sent to the
Physiotherapy Department and then to the orthopaedic workshop where various supports, special
shoes and anything else that the children need
are made. If the children require ongoing treatment in the centre, they will be sent to the Health
Sector Surgery Project. The centre can arrange
home visits for patients. Visits are undertaken by
the centre’s social workers.
The Centre has provided:
● travel costs for 750 children who continuously
visited the centre for treatment
● travel costs for 1330 new patients
● orthopaedic and prosthetics equipment for 2811
physically disabled children
treatment sessions for 883 children from the
Physiotherapy Department, 1386 children from
the Psychiatric Department and 839 children from
the Social Department.
Scientific Research
In 2006, we started collecting data on congenital
heart diseases and we have been able to collect
data on 345 cases in Sulaimaniya and its surrounding area. This was done as part of the
preparation for scientific research in 2007
This year the Health Sector provided;
● a medical awareness course for 163 patients
infected with Thalassemia.
● a prevention courses for Aids disease for 125
employees
● a medical course for 9 officers of the Kaziwa
Centres.
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Avan : Another Hope for Life
Avan was born on May 25th, 2001 without a
gullet. This meant that she could not eat or
drink, she had to be fed intravenously, and
this had to be done with a syringe as the intravenous drips were not available.
Her parents, who only had a car, and a house
which was illegally built, sold their car to pay
for treatment for their child. They transported
her with intravenous fluids from Sulaimaniya
to Baghdad for surgery. After the surgery she
was able to drink milk for a while. However,
when she was 8 months old she faced the
same problem again. Her parents returned
with her to Baghdad for more surgery. After
the surgery she continued to be fed intravenously.
She lived like this until she was 5 years old
becoming very thin and weak. She weighed
only 7 kilograms, and was unable to play, eat
normal food or enjoy her childhood. The love
and close attention of parents, brothers and
sisters helped to alleviate her pain.
Avan's father was continuously searching and
made every effort to find treatment for his
child. He did not give up until the day that
Kurdistan Save the Children decided to establish the Health Sector.
Avan's parents visited Kurdistan Save the
Children and were welcomed by the staff
there. They filled in a form of the Sector for
their child and then she was sent to Bambino
Genro Hospital for children on June 18th. This
was made possible by Ms. Grazella, an Italian
sponsor who has been actively working with
KSC for children for many years.
After successful surgery, Avan returned to
Kurdistan as a normal healthy child on October 23rd. Within four months of having the operation her weight increased to 11 kilograms.
The family were delighted and Avan's father
could start work without being worried about
his daughter. Avan's mother who had paid
more attention to her than the other children
was also able to share out her maternal love
equally between her children. Avan retained
hope for life and could play with the other
children.
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Sponsorship ...
A better future for
Since the establishment of the Sponsorship Sector nearly five thousand children
have benefited from the programme.
At the end of 2006, the number of the
beneficiaries of the Programme reached
2,646 as at the beginning of this year we
went over the economic and social conditions of the families of the children
who benefited. After the process of
evaluation, 419 children were excluded
from the programme either because the
livelihood of their families improved;
they reached adulthood or were married.
This process is carried out through visiting the beneficial families and it is
mostly done at the request of the families. The other children, who are on the
waiting list or have filled in forms, will
replace them according to specific rules.
A majority of these children are put on
the list which Mr. Jalal Talabani sponsors, at present he sponsors two thousand children. 246 children were sponsored in the place of those who were excluded from the programme. We prepare
new forms regularly and the process
changes every other month.
At the end of 2006 the numbers of children sponsored from abroad decreased
to 480 as follows: England 51, Switzerland 132, Finland 64, Holland & Canada
57, Denmark 42, Italy 104, France 11,
United States 3, Austria 6, Australia 8
and Germany 2.
In 2005, the number of the sponsored
children was 557. This difference in numbers is due to the fact that when some of
the sponsored children are taken off the
list, their sponsors do not want to continue sponsoring another child. This has
become a serious problem for KSC’S

Sponsorship Program. Since 1993 when
the sponsorship programme was started,
the monthly payment was £10 ($15); in
2006 it was raised to £15 ($30) to keep up
with the rising inflation.
Inflation is a big problem. The price of
goods has gone up tremendously in the
market to the degree that it has affected
the livelihood of people. Due to this, the
sum of money that the sponsors give is
not enough, although the sponsors of
some countries have doubled the
amount of money. Another problem is
that some sponsors stop sponsoring
due to development and stability in the
region. A great number of orphan children are on the waiting list and are waiting to be sponsored, yet we cannot
sponsor them as our budget is limited.
We have now prepared 731 forms for
some of the orphan children and we are
waiting for sponsors in Kurdistan or outside to sponsor them.
This year, we set up a database program
to keep all the information on the Sponsorship Program. The sponsored children and their sponsors exchange letters
which are translated by the staff of the
sector and then sent to the sponsors.
The families of the beneficiaries were
also visited by the social workers on a
regular basis.
As a step towards community sponsorship instead of individual sponsorship,
KSC started a ‘sponsor a village’ project.
Mamlesy village which belongs to Aghjalar town was chosen as an example
and the needs of this village were specified with the aim of helping all the children of the villagers as well as supporting the women and farmers.
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The impact of sponsorship !!
In 1988 Azad was 12 years when
his father was killed by the former
Iraqi Baath regime in Qaladza
market. After several months, his
mother married his uncle, but in
March 1989 she passed away
while giving birth.
After this incident, his uncle mistreated Azad and his sisters and
started selling his mother’s gold.
Then, he forced his daughter to
marry a man in return for marrying somebody from the man’s
family himself. His new wife also
mistreated the children. The only
reason she sheltered the children
was the amount of sponsorship
money that Azad received from
the KSC’s Sponsorship Program
which was a great deal of money
at that time.
In 1994, Azad was sponsored by
a Swedish sponsor. During that
time, he was in the second grade
of secondary school and he was
a successful student despite, the
difficult situation he and his four
sisters suffered. His uncle treated

them so badly that many days the
children were deprived of their
meals. He also hit and tied up
Azad several times. In 1996, he
stabbed him and then he sold
their house. On August, 31st,
1996, KSC had to temporally suspend their projects, therefore; his
uncle was disappointed that Azad
would no longer be given any
money. Consequently in March,
1997 he threw them out of their
house and cut off all contact.
After this incident Azad and a
kind person from Hanarok village
went to the KSC office in
Qaladiza in order to get support
for this family. This person introduced Azad to us and more importantly he sheltered him and his
sisters for three years. To assist
the family more, Aven who was
Azad's sister was sponsored by
an Italian sponsor in 1997. The
amount of money they were given
at that time was very helpful as
they did not have any other financial source. During the time they
were being sheltered by the person, the children bought a piece

of land and some furniture, but
they couldn’t build a house because they did not have the
funds. In 2001, KSC gave them
building equipment and a sum of
money in order that they could
build their house.
Despite the hardship that this
family suffered from, Azad was
able to keep studying till he
graduated from university and he
is now a postgraduate student.
His sister Aven is now in the fifth
grade of high school and is a successful student. Unfortunately, his
other sisters could not carry on
with their studying because of the
economic circumstances and social adversities, but they are now
married and live with their husbands.
In December 2005, the sponsorship money sent by the Swedish
sponsors to the children ceased.
Azad was one of those children
sponsored, but he still needed
money so he was put on the list
of the children that Mr. Jalal Talabani sponsors. Despite his age he
is still being sponsored.

731 orphan children are waiting for new sponsors in Kurdistan or outside to support them.
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The names are false and there is no link between story & the picture

NB! All names are false and the girls in the picture has no relation to the story.

Bzhar; thanks his sponsor
Bzhar was sponsored by Ms.
Elizabeth Freschench from
Switzerland. This child was
originally from a village in the
district of Kifri. In April 1988, his
parents as well as his three
brothers perished in the Anfal
campaign. He was the only survivor in his family, therefore; he
lived with his grandparents.
When they returned to their village in 1997, Bzhar dropped
out of school in the 5th grade of
primary school, as there was no
school in his village.
In the middle of 2000, Bzhar
was excluded from sponsorship
program, since he was now an
adult and have left school and
also his family’s livelihood had
improved. In his place, Elizabeth sponsored another child
whose name was Bnar.
Bzhar now lives in Britain and
his life is good. At the end of
2006, he contacted our sector
and wanted to show his gratitude to his former sponsor. He
asked us for her address so
that he could get in touch with
her. He showed his readiness
to assist our sector in the future. This shows the close relationship between the children
and their sponsors and proves
that relationship sometimes
goes beyond the program. In
other words, it is not merely
linked to the amount of money
that the children receive
through the program.
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Educational festival for the Mediterranean countries
For the first time in Iraq, Kurdistan Save
the Children (KCS) participated in a festival of the Mediterranean countries.
In the middle of October a group of 8
children and 2 supervisors from Sarshaqam's Kaziwa Cultural Centre for
children which is run by Kurdistan Save
the Children (KSC), were invited to participate in an educational festival for the
Mediterranean countries.
This festival is held yearly to confirm
peace between the Mediterranean countries and exchange their culture and
folklore. It was the first time that Iraq
and Kurdistan in particular participated
in such an event.
The countries which participated in
2006 festival were Lebanon, Palestine,
Kurdistan, Albania, Israel and Italy, as
well as a group of artists in the various
fields, and a number of famous writers
in children's writing fields.
The festival's programs consisted of
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artistic, educational and cultural activities.
The festival arranged yearly by the municipality of Italian Aston city, and they
prepare prior programs for all guests
who participate in the festival.
This year the Italian foreign office
played a great role in organizing and
participating the Kurdish children in
this event.
Gulala Salih who was the manager of
the activities, helped the KSC group
participate in three activities which
were a dance for flower, a dance for my
city and a movement for the Italian children, this is in addition to presenting a
number of various Kurdish traditional
games.
After they had spent 7 days journeying
in Aston, KSC children's group went to
Vince where Ms. Hero A. Talabani met
them, motivated them and gave them
presents.

Income Generation …. Halsho Project
Halsho sub district is a mountainous area in
the Pshdar district, 179 Kilometres north of
Sulaimaniya, and is located on the Iranian
border. The number of the families living in
Halsho is 850, with a population of 4,600.
The people of this area depend on their fruit
orchards and weaving for their livelihood.
To assist the widows and orphans, Kurdistan Save the Children started a livestock
project by giving Cashmere goats to poor
families in the area.

Iran. On the night of February 17th 2002
while crossing the border a mine exploded
and killed him. Not only did he leave his wife
a widow but he also left a family consisting
of seven children, six who are at primary
school. The eldest of the boys in the family
left school and is now working as a construction worker to supplement the family
income; he also wanted his sisters to stay in
school and continue with their education.

The purpose of this project is to raise the
income of the families and to improve the
weaving industry in the area. We distributed
206 goats to 44 families. The project is currently funded by Ms. Trudi Weber from the
PIK organization in Switzerland.

The family live in a one room stone and mud
brick house. It has a front porch made of
wooden stakes and covered in plastic sheeting. The house has no running water, toilet
or shower and the children have a lot of
problems studying since there are six of
them in the room and they find it hard to
concentrate.

We visited a number of families in Halsho
sub district in September 2006 to access the
needs of the villages. One of the families we
visited who was in need of help, was a lady
named Mrs. Xanim Muhammad Shaxsia. Her
husband was Mahmud Ibrahim.
Like many of the poor people that live close
to the borders of Iran, her husband earned
his living by smuggling. There are still a
considerable number of landmines laid by
the former Iraqi regime along the border to

We asked Mrs Xanim if she was interested in
keeping goats and she happily accepted our
offer. We gave her four Cashmere goats.
This provides yogurt and milk for the family
and the wool of the sheep she spins to make
the cloth which she sells.
The whole family are extremely grateful and
happy for the help they have received and
their financial situation has greatly improved.
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figures & facts 2006
1.0 Total income by source of funding
Project

USD

Donor

1– Distant Sponsorship Program
1500

Sweden

27983

Finland

1254
17944
9443

Germany
Holland
Iraqi Kurdistan

9250

United Kingdom

25062
2510
4320

Italy - Ivria
France
Austria

25887
939
11320
1000

Switzerland
Australia
Denmark
Ukrain

480

United State of Amrica

480000

Mr.Jalal Talabani sponsorship program

Total of distance sponsorship program

615005

2- KSC - Baghdad office

3600

Finland

3- All KSC’s projects in 2006

1922025

Kurdistan Regional Goverment

TOTAL FUNDING:

2540629

2.1 KSC expenditure on programes by department
DEPARTMENT

Percentage

1- Education

743623

29 %

2- Sponsorship

735616

29 %

3- Health

178998

7%

4- Child Protection

83859

3%

5- KSC - Baghdad office

108638

4%

6- KSC - Kirkuk office

160024

6%

7- Papula magazine

54395

3%

8- Planning and cross-program administration

475476

19%

2540629

100 %

TOTAL
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USD

Figure 2.2 illustrate, by percentage, the KSC expenditure on programs by departments
35 %
30 %

Percentage

25 %
20 %
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5%

Table 1.0 shows the KSC income by
sources of funding in 2006. The
greatest part of the funding came from
Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG), which funded the vast majority
of the KSC projects. The Distant
Sponsorship Program (DSP) brought
in 615005 USD. Every child is
sponsored with approxomatley15 - 30
USD per month. Together with various
funds for other KSC projects, the
grand total of funds came to 2 540
629 USD.
Table 2.1 shows the expenditure per
department. Education department
was allocated most resources 2006,
743 623 USD. The Sponsorship
department spent 7 3 5 6 1 6
USD.Health department spent 178
998 USD.
Child Protection department was
allocated 83 859 USD.108 638 USD
for Baghdad office and 160 024 USD
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for Kirkuk office spent. 54 395 USD
was allocated for Papula monthly
magazine.
The administration of all departments,
as well as planning and development
of the programs spent 475 476 USD.
The total of KSC expenditure on
programes by department was 2 540
629 USD.
Figure 2.2 illustrate, by percentage,
the KSC expenditure on programs by
department 2006. The majority of
funds was used for the Education
department 29%, followed by the
sponsorship program (DSP) (29%).
7% was used in the health sectore, 3%
was used for the Child Protection
programs, 4% for Bagdad office, and
6% for Kirkuk office were used.
Also 3% was used for printing papula
monthly magazine, and 19% was used
for planning and cross-program
administration.
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The main activities of KSC in 2006
according to departments
1– Sulaimaniya office:
Sponsorship
Distant Sponsorship
Health
Medical Support
CRC Children's Rehabilitation Centre
Medical Research
Child Protection
Street Children
Juvenile Justice

We insure our future by
improving the children’s life

Education
Kaziwa Children’s Cultural Centres
Youth Activity Centres
Children's Music Band
Sara Cultural Centre
Shaheid Jabbar Exemplary School

2– Kirkuk office:
Sponsorship
Education
Child Protection

3– Baghdad office:
Child Protection

4– Income generation
5– Papula magazine

To contact us for more information.
Please send an e-mail to
press@ksc-kcf.org
Tel+964 53 312 1862
Fax: +1 419 858 9664
You can also read more about us
on the KSC website

www.ksc-kcf.org
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